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An Ecosystem Linked by Drift Ice
- Majestic Landscape Decorated with Volcanic
Mountains and Coastal Cliffs -

Shiretoko, which originated from the Ainu word, “Shiri
Etoku” which means “far corner of the earth” is exactly
located at the northernmost tip of Japan (excluding the
Northern Territories).

Shiretoko National Park is characterized by the rugged
grand landscape formed by volcanic activities and drift ice
as well as abundant wildlife.

In particular, large mammals such as brown bears and
killer whales as well as a number of large endangered
raptors inhabit the park. With them at the top of the
hierarchy, a variety of wild animals strongly cohabit
together.

Such biodiversity and the link between ecosystems of the
sea, river, and forest were highly valued, and Shiretoko
was registered as a2 World Natural Heritage site in July
2005.

[Date of Designation] June 1, 1964 [Relevant Prefectures] Hokkaido Pref,
[Area] 60,989 ha

Terrain
logical Features-
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Shiretoko Peninsula is an elongated peninsula
approximately 70km in length and 25km in width at its
base.

The majestic scenery with rows of steep mountains of
between 1,200 and 1,600 m in height, lining up on both
sides from the sea, can be seen from the mountaintop of
Mt Rausu which is the main peak of the peninsula.

These mountains called Shiretoko Mountain Range were
formed by volcanic activities.

Cliffs exceeding 100 m in height are aligned along the
coastline on the western side of the peninsula.

These were formed by the overflow of lava severely eroded
by drift ice.

Cape Shiretoko

In addition, the scenery of groundwater lowing between the
lava and falling from the cliffs down to the Okhotsk Sea, such

as the Furepe-no-taki Falls, can be seen in many locations.

These steep cliffs are valuable breeding grounds for
seabirds such as spectacled guillemots, protecting them
from the invasion of people and natural predators.

On the other hand, the relatively gentle coastline
continues on the eastern side of the peninsula, where the
drift ice does not crash, and Banya (fisherman’s huts) are
scattered all the way up to the tip.

Thus, Shiretoko is distinguished by the contrasting
terrains between the west and east of the peninsula with

the Shiretoko Mountain Range rising in the center.

Cliffs

Spectacled Guillemots Nesting on a Cliff




Wild Animals and Plants
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- Animals and Ecosystem -
Shiretoko is a habitat for 36 land mammals and 22 marine
mammals has been confirmed.
Among them are internationally recognized rare species
such as the northern sea lion and the sperm whale.
In addition, Shiretoko’s best-known animal is the brown
bear, which is the largest land animal in Japan.
It is estimated that the population of brown bears in the
Shiretoko Peninsula is several hundred, and it is said to be
one of the highest brown bear densities in the world.
285 species of birds have been recorded, including endan-
gered species such as the Blakiston’s fish owl, the white-
tailed eagle, and the black woodpecker.
In addition, the national park and the surrounding area
are globally important wintering grounds for the Steller’s
sea eagle, and more than 1,000 of them inhabit through

winter.

As such, the fact that many wild animals can live within
such a small area is largely due to Shiretoko’s unique con-
nection of the sea, rivers, and forests.

Drift ice comes to Shiretoko with phytoplankton called ice
algae.

As the drift ice melts in spring, ice algae multiply explo-
sively along with zooplankton that consume them.

The young of Salmonidae leave Shiretoko as they eat these
zooplankton and will return to Shiretoko after wandering
around the ocean for several years.

‘Then, salmon that go up the rivers serve as food for brown
bears and eagles, and they are the cornerstone of terrestrial

ecosystems.
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- Shiretoko 100 Square Meter Campaign -
Shari Town began the “Shiretoko 100 Square Meter
Campaign” in 1976, which was a pioneer of the National
Trust Movement in Japan, in order to save the former
reclamation sites within the park from the danger of
development.

Currently, reforestation is being undertaken on the
acquired land with the slogan of “Why not grow dreams
in Shiretoko!”

- Visit the Home of Brown Bears -
In Shiretoko, “Information for Use” has been created
based on the idea of “visiting the home of brown bears,”

derived from the sense of “modesty” and “awe” for nature.

- Two Ways of Exploring the Shiretoko Goko Lakes -
The Regulated Utilization Areas system has been
introduced to the Shiretoko Goko Lakes for the purpose
of protecting vegetation and eliminating the friction
between humans and brown bears.

Presently, two ways of walking are offered. One is
a handicapped accessible elevated wooden walkway
open to everyone, and the other is ground trails where

accompanying guides and lectures are mandatory

depending on the season.

Guided Tour 100 Square Meter Campaign




- World Natural Heritage -
The natural characteristics and values of Shiretoko that
have met the World Heritage criteria are as follows:
@ the blessings of drift ice, @ the connection between
the sea and land linked by the rivers that salmon return,
and @ the valuable wildlife supported by the sea, rivers,

and forests.

The Criteria for Selection - “Ecosystem”
*Shiretoko is the seasonal sea-ice zone located at the
lowest latitude in the northern hemisphere, and itis a
case of the remarkable interrelationship between the
marine and terrestrial ecosystems, boasting the high pro-
ductivity greatly influenced by its environment.

The Criteria for Selection - “Biodiversity”
*Shiretoko is particularly important for many marine and
terrestrial species, including many rare species.

- Shiretoko is globally valuable for many Salmonidae as
well as marine mammals such as the northern sea lions
and whales.

*Shiretoko is an important habitat of the world’s rare
seabirds such as the spectacled guillemot as well as
migratory birds such as the Steller’s sea eagle and the
white-tailed eagle.
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- Plants -~

In precipitous Shiretoko, changes in vegetation occur
according to altitude, and they can be seen within a short
distance. It changes from mixed coniferous-deciduous for-
ests of Sakhalin firand Mongolian oak to Erman’s birches,
and to Siberian dwarf pines, in order from the lowest to
the highest altitude.

There are 872 species of vascular plant flora on land, 233
species of which are alpine plants, including rare species

and endemic species such as Viola kitamiana Nakai.

- Culture ~-
Shiretoko has cultivated a culture that cherishes rich
nature while hunting, fishing, and gathering for a long
time.
Even now, the fishery, which is the major industry of this
region, is supported by the rich ocean with high produc-
tivity, and the sustainable use of marine resources such as

chum salmon, pink salmon, Alaska pollock, kelp, etc. has

been planned.

Salmon Fishing

National Parks Etiquette

Please keep in mind the importance of nature and observe
the following while staying in the national park so that
everyone can enjoy.

Do not litter.

Do not pick plants.

Do not feed any wildlife.

Do not catch/capture any wildlife.

No smoking is permitted while walking.

Bonfires shall be built within
the designated area only.

*Stay on the path at all times.
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*Do not eat on the trails or cook outdoors as
this could attract brown bears.

*Do not approach nor provoke a brown bear
in case of a bear encounter.

+Obey the traffic rules and keep driving
speed under the limit.

=Do not disturb the fishery.




